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Literary Nonfiction

Literary Nonfiction

Look for for central ideas, themes, and issues that are
explicit and implicit

Expect that parts that seem not to connect actually do
connect; work to build connections.

Expect that the text will suggest multiple central ideas,
themes, and issues

Study and learn from descriptive passages

Organize notes in a way that helps track the various
categories, subtopics, or points.

Readers recognize the complexities of cause and effect.

Use narrative and informational reading strategies to
make the most of literary nonfiction

Reread new parts and/or old parts to deepen
understandings.

Study the subtle arguments in information books.

Reread key sections like a social scientist.

When Reading Literary Nonfiction, Readers.. .

To Synthesize and Think Crit ical ly in Complex Texts.. .

Argument Essay Structure

Define the debate

Reason 1

Evidence a, b, c

Forecast your reasons (Thesis Statement)

One reason that... is that...

Acknowledge the sides, and restate or redefined
the claim

Make a clear claim

For example... (evidence a)
Also... (evidence b)
In addition (evidence c

Reason 2

Evidence a, b, c
A second reason that... is that...

For example... (evidence a)
Also... (evidence b)
In addition (evidence c

Reason 3

Evidence a, b, c
The final reason that... is that...

For example... (evidence a)
Also... (evidence b)
In addition (evidence c


